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Information for Applicants 
ASEAN-Australia Health Security Fellowship,  

Master of Philosophy in Applied Epidemiology 

Thank you for your interest in the ASEAN-Australia Health Security Fellowship and the Master of Philosophy in 
Applied Epidemiology (MAE) Program at the National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health (NCEPH), 
Research School of Population Health (RSPH), The Australian National University (ANU).  

The MAE program is the Australian Field Epidemiology Training Program (FETP), offered as a Masters higher 
degree by research, which aims to enhance national and regional capacity in the area of applied epidemiology 
and disease control. From 2019, the Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) 
through the Health Security Initiative for the Indo-Pacific region is providing funding to support successful 
applicants to undertake the MAE with field placements in specified South East Asian Nations (ASEAN) member 
states. Citizen and permanent residents of Australia and specified ASEAN countries are eligible to apply1.  

The aim of these fellowships is to further strengthen cross-border collaboration and foster professional 
development of field epidemiologists to detect and respond to disease outbreaks and public health threats across 
the region. 

This information pack provides all the information you require for the application process including 

• Information with links about the MAE program and the selection process
• The generic application process for a higher degree by research at ANU
• Specific Application Instructions
• A Checklist

Please read the following information carefully. 

Ensure that you have completed all the steps specified in the 
Specific Instructions on page 4 and the Checklist on page 6, 

and upload the “Supplementary Questions” form that is required specifically for the MAE application. 

The closing date for applications has been extended 

- 28 November 2018 for applicants from Cambodia and Laos
- 5 December 2018 for applicants from Vietnam. 

Late applications cannot be considered. 

Once again, I would like to thank you for your interest in this Fellowship and the MAE program. 

Yours sincerely, 

Professor Ross Andrews 
MAE Program Director 

1 For applications closing in 2018, eligible applicants include citizens or permanent residents from Australia, Peoples 
Democratic Republic of Lao, Cambodia and Vietnam. 



The MAE Program 

The MAE program trains the public health leaders of the future, so we are looking for applicants who can 
demonstrate a high level of motivation and commitment to pursuing public health issues facing their region 
in their future career. It is a two-year research degree that emphases learning by doing through 
coursework and learning in a field placement. 

In order to understand the nature of the MAE program and the opportunities it provides, further information 
can be found at https://rsph.anu.edu.au/study/master-degrees/master-philosophy-applied-epidemiology.  It 
may also be helpful to discuss the program with current scholars, graduates and field supervisors of the 
program.   

Successful applicants may be required to move to take up their field placement. Those from ASEAN 
countries may be required to move within their own country while successful Australian applicants will be 
required to move overseas. Applicants who move to take up a placement are entitled to some 
reimbursement for costs. On the “Supplementary Questions” form, please indicate if you are willing to 
move if you were offered a place on the program. It is important that you fill this in to make sure that 
you are not offered a placement in a site other than your city of residence, if you are unwilling to 
move. 
Up to seven ASEAN - Australia Health Security Fellows will be accepted into the MAE program each year 
from 2019 to 2021. The exact number will vary from year to year and is dependent on factors such as 
suitability of applicants, availability of field placements and funding. 

The MAE Program for 2019 will commence in February 2019 with a four-week coursework intensive at 
ANU in Canberra. Successful applicants will be advised of the exact date when they are offered a place in 
the program.  All successful MAE applicants are expected to attend their field placement organisation in 
the week following the coursework intensive (March 2019). 

Selection process 
Award of the Fellowship and admission to the course will be determined on the basis of country of 
citizenship2, academic merit, work experience, personal and technical capabilities, and is subject to 
arrangement of a suitable field placement in the specified ASEAN countries3. The Referee Reports are 
also highly informative in the selection process and must be available to the selection committee by the 
date that applications close. 

During the selection process, NCEPH involves field placement organisations in the interviews of 
candidates (please see Selection process, page 2). Therefore, to be considered, it is necessary that you 
agree to allow us to forward your application details onto those potential field placements. Please ensure 
that you sign the agreement on the “Supplementary Questions” form to enable sending your 
application to field placements. 
In addition to the above, please ensure that you submit a complete application according to the 
guidance provided in the Specific Instructions on page 4 and the Checklist on page 6. 

For enquiries regarding the application process, please contact email study.rsph@anu.edu.au. 

For enquiries regarding the ASEAN-Australia Health Security Fellowship Program or MAE Program 
please contact email aseanmae.rsph@anu.edu.au  

1. Initial short listing based on written application
An initial short-listing process is undertaken by a selection committee at NCEPH based on a review of the 
on-line applications.  Merit is assessed from academic transcripts and other student records, work 
experience, referee reports and answers to the “Supplementary Questions”.  

2 For applications closing in 2018, eligible applicants include citizens or permanent residents from Australia, Peoples 
Democratic Republic of Lao, Cambodia and Vietnam. 
3 In 2019, potential field placements are anticipated to be in PDR Lao, Cambodia and Vietnam. 

mailto:study.rsph@anu.edu.au
mailto:aseanmae.rsph@anu.edu.au
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2. Sending applications to Field Placements 
Field placements are involved in the selection process. In order for them to consider you for their 
placement, the MAE Program needs to send your application to potential field placement organisations. 
This can only be done if you have provided consent on the “Supplementary Questions” form. 

3. Interviews 
Short-listed applicants will be contacted as soon as possible to arrange a video/telephone interview.  This 
video/teleconference interview is a compulsory part of the selection process. It will include members of the 
MAE program staff, along with potential supervisors in field placement organisations. Please ensure your 
email and telephone contact details are clearly listed on the application form.  Students will be advised 
prior to interview which placement organisations they have been shortlisted for and be given some 
information about these placements, including contact details of potential supervisors. 

4. Consideration of field placements by applicants 
Field placements are a vital part of the MAE program, as they provide supervisory and project-based 
support for the MAE scholars. Short-listed applicants will be asked to consider prospective field 
placements for 2019 as a part of the interview process, and may be asked to rank their preferences.  

5. The final decision 
The final decision will be made by the MAE selection committee, based on placement preferences, 
applicant choice and the applicant’s relative ranking in the selection process. Offers will be advised to 
applicants as soon as possible, so please ensure we have your current contact details. 

The MAE scholar selection process is planned to give you the best opportunity to demonstrate your skills 
to the selection panel. You are welcome to discuss the selection process with MAE staff. 

We aim to notify applicants of the outcome as soon as possible and appreciate your cooperation and 
patience with the process. 

Generic Application process at ANU 
  

The MAE is a higher research degree at ANU. Information about the generic application process and 
English language requirements may be found at 
http://students.anu.edu.au/applications/gradresearch.php. Please note you do not need to undertake Step 
1 or Step 2 as described in this link. In addition, closing dates for applications do apply to the Master of 
Philosophy in Applied Epidemiology.

http://students.anu.edu.au/applications/gradresearch.php


 

Specific Instructions for the ASEAN-Australia Health Security Fellowship, 
Master of Philosophy (Applied Epidemiology) Application 

  

Before completing your application, please read these instructions carefully and refer to the website: 
https://rsph.anu.edu.au/study/master-degrees/master-philosophy-applied-epidemiology 

For questions related to the application process, contact the Research School of Population Health student 
office (email: study.rsph@anu.edu.au).  

For questions related to the Fellowship or MAE Program, you may contact MAE staff via email: 
aseanmae.rsph@anu.edu.au 

Specific Instructions  
1. Please apply online using the page for Master of Philosophy in Applied Epidemiology at the 

Programs and Courses link:  https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2018/program/8721XMPHIL 
2. You will need to create an account using the ‘ANU Application Manager’ 
3. The following information will help you to fill in the online application: 

Section 1:   
• Program Name:  

 Master of Philosophy in Applied Epidemiology 

• Program Code:  
 8721XMPHIL 

• Research Discipline Field: 
 Select “Applied Epidemiology”  

• Expected commencement year and session: 
 Click “Select intake” and choose “First Semester 2019” (The MAE does not 

have a mid-year entry. ASEAN-Australia Health Security Fellowships are 
available full-time. Part-time candidature is only considered in exceptional 
circumstances in discussion with field placements and MAE program staff.) 

• Research Discipline: 
 Click “Select Field” and select “Medical and Health Sciences” 
  then select “Public Health and Health Services” from the secondary 

selection list 
• Briefly describe the area of research you wish to pursue: 

 Type “Applied Epidemiology” in the free text field  
• There is no need to upload a research proposal as this will be developed on the program 
• Additional information relevant to this application that you wish to have considered for this 

application should be added to the “drag and drop” box - 
 Upload a copy of any publications or reports you feel may help your 

application. Please limit this to no more than 2 documents. This is not a 
compulsory field. 

• Provide Details of ANU Staff consulted: 
  If you have consulted staff about this application, please type their name. 

• Details of your proposed supervisor 
 Type “n/a” in the free text field. Supervisors will be allocated if you are 

successful in your application. 

• Add all relevant details on academic prizes, personal details and citizenship. 
 
Section 2: 

• Enter details about your English Language Proficiency 

https://rsph.anu.edu.au/study/master-degrees/master-philosophy-applied-epidemiology
mailto:study.rsph@anu.edu.au
mailto:aseanmae.rsph@anu.edu.au
https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2018/program/8721XMPHIL
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o Refer to the policy, English language requirements for admission, at 
https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_000408 for requirements. The 
Master of Philosophy in Applied Epidemiology is classified as a Regular Award 
Program for Graduate Applicants. 

• Enter details about your Academic qualifications including uploading coloured copies of 
transcripts. 

• Employment details 
 Select ‘yes’ for employment history relevant to this application  
 Upload a copy of your Resume/Curriculum Vitae into the associated drag 

and drop box 
• Referees 

 Provide contact details for three (3) referees including an email contact.  
The referees will automatically be sent a referee report form to fill out.  

 Please ensure your referees are aware of the closing date and have 
completed and returned the referee report before then.  The application 
will not be considered without the referee’s reports.  

• Finance and Scholarships 
 Select ‘Scholarship’ 
 For Name of Scholarship, select ‘ANU Scholarship-Other’ 
 For If Other, write ‘ASEAN-Australia Health Security Fellowship’  

Section 3 
• Read all the items in the Declaration  

 If you agree, tick each box 
 Enter date 

Attachments Section 
Please note: Your application will not be considered if these documents are not provided. 

• Upload: 
 Your completed “Supplementary Questions” form 
 Evidence of current English Language ability 
 Evidence of current citizenship/permanent residency 

 
 

https://policies.anu.edu.au/ppl/document/ANUP_000408
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CHECKLIST 
1. Complete the online application form via the link at 

https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2018/program/8721XMPHIL 
Please carefully follow the instructions that have been provided (refer to Specific Instructions for the ASEAN-
Australia Health Security Fellowship, Master of Philosophy (Applied Epidemiology) Application, page 4) to 
assist you in completing the online application. 

Please ensure that you have uploaded all of the following to your application: 

 

□ The “Supplementary Questions” form 

□ Curriculum Vitae 

□ Clear coloured copies of all academic transcripts and graduation certificates 

Colour scanned copies or photographs of originals are sufficient. Secondary school transcripts are not required. 

□ Evidence of English language proficiency 

□ Evidence of citizenship/residency  

□ Ensure you nominate 3 referees via the online application form 

Ensure your referees are aware of the closing date and have completed the referee report before then.   

□ A copy of up to two publications or reports which you feel may assist your 
application 
 

 

2. Make a copy of the entire application to keep for your reference 
 

 

 

 

 

Please note:  

Your application will not be considered unless all the above items are received. 

https://programsandcourses.anu.edu.au/2018/program/8721XMPHIL
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