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Welcome

“I acknowledge that Murdoch University is situated 
on the lands of the Whadjuk Noongar people.

I pay respect to their enduring and dynamic culture 
and the leadership of Noongar elders both past 
and present. 

The boodjar (country) on which Murdoch University 
is located has for thousands of years, been a place 
of learning. We at Murdoch University are proud to 
continue this long tradition.”



Outline

1) Introduction to the study objectives and 
methodology pursue

2) Pre-pandemic’ context in the five 
countries

3) Public health policies implemented, and 
the healthcare resource implications

4) COVID 19 Epidemiologic Data 
5) Conclusion



Five countries: Brazil, Peru, Chile, Ecuador, 
Colombia

Period under analysis: 
“1st Wave” – Jan to mid-August 2020.

Objective: To analyse how the pre-pandemic 
context, and the government’s response, together 
with economic measures have affected the COVID-
19 health outcomes.

Methodology:

Qualitative document analysis focused on publicly-
available epidemiological data and federal and 
state/regional policy documents since the 
beginning of the pandemic.

Introduction to the study objectives and methodology



Pre-pandemic’ context (1/2) 



Pre-pandemic’ context (2/2) 



Pre-pandemic’ context: summary 

• The high levels of income inequality and informality, alongside 
health sectors that are under-staffed and under-resourced.

• Significant geographic disparities between remote and rural areas 
and metropolitan areas.

• Low trust in government institutions.

• Vulnerable groups: Indigenous people, migrants from 
neighbouring countries, low SES groups (informal workers and 
unemployed) 



Fig. 1. Timeline 
with the main 
mitigation and 
containment 
measures by 
country.

Public health policies implemented, and the 
healthcare resource implications (1/4)



Fig 2. Evolution of the 
containment stringency 
index for each country 
and COVID-19 cases (new 
cases and positivity rate)

Public health policies implemented, and the 
healthcare resource implications (2/4)



Public health policies implemented, and the 
healthcare resource implications (3/4)

Fig. 3 Timeline for 
economic 
measures by 
country 



Public health policies implemented, and the 
healthcare resource implications (4/4)

• Reduced access to the global market (export bans and restriction 
measures) to purchase medical supply products, hand sanitizers, 
ventilators,  and medical oxygen. 

• Steady increase in ICU beds, ventilators, PPEs, medical oxygen and testing 
capacity however with geographical disparities.

• A lack of a comprehensive strategy for early detection, isolation, 
surveillance, and tracking of patients and close contacts.

Local initiatives to produce supplies; partnership between government, private sector and 
universities 



COVID 19 Epidemiologic Data 

Cases Deaths

Panel A: Confirmed cases per 100,000 hb. Panel B: Total cumulative per 100,000 hb



• The evidence on excess mortality and health spillover effects shows that the human cost of 
the pandemic is far higher than what is currently accounted for in official data (unreported 
cases and diversion of resources to the COVID 19 response).

• Pre pandemic condition and fragility of the health system undermined the compliance with 
strict measures

• While the five countries introduced income support measures, they were by and large too 
timid or too late to achieve high levels of compliance.

• Despite its devastating health and economic impact, the pandemic has led to positive 
changes and innovations, which should be harnessed by policymakers and health leaders.

Conclusion (1/2)



Conclusion (2/2)

• The importance of early emergency preparedness and the need to 
improve the capacity of health systems to mitigate the spread of the 
virus. Health system reform that aligns with the WHO health systems 
building blocks would create resilient health systems that could respond 
better to disease outbreaks, as well as natural and human-made 
disasters.

• This study reinforce the importance of trustworthy and robust 
government institutions to lead a successful post-COVID 19 recovery 
agenda. 



Thank you

a.sequeira@murdoch.edu.au
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