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RSPH & RegNet Conversation and Networking Lunch 
Monday 15 April 2019 12:30-2:00pm 

A light lunch will be provided for all registered attendees.  

Please register your attendance by Wednesday 10 April at   

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rsph-and-regnet-conversation-and-networking-lunch-tickets-
59799257188    

Bob Douglas Lecture Theatre, Building 62A Eggleston Road, ANU 

 

 “Making a difference – how do different researchers and diverse disciplines approach it?” 

Join us in a conversation and networking lunch about influence, regulation, governance and impact that 
seeks to improve people’s health. Informal panel discussion with five scholars from RegNet and five 
from RSPH who will briefly reflect on their work and approach, the floor is then open for Q&A.   

Key Questions: 

1. What are the questions you ask in your research?  

2. What are the methods you use?   

3. How do you translate research into impact and engagement? 

 

Who are RegNet? 

RegNet undertakes interdisciplinary research and education in governance and regulation associated 
with major social, health and environmental issues. RegNet's work is based on principles of social 
justice, sustainability and human wellbeing. Scholars at RegNet test and develop theory, provide 
rigorous qualitative and quantitative empirical evidence on important issues, and proactively engage in 
the public and policy debates in Australia, the Asia Pacific region and internationally. Currently we work 
in the following thematic areas: Climate, energy & the environment; Law, justice and human rights; 
Society, safety & health; Trade, investment & intellectual property. 

Who are RSPH? 

RSPH is dedicated to improving the health and wellbeing of populations through the excellence of our 
research, education and impact on health policy and practice in Australia, the Asia-Pacific and globally. 
RSPH is recognised as a leading School of population health in Australia and the Asia-Pacific region. 
The School conducts research and teaching in: epidemiology and biostatistics; the social, cultural and 
environmental determinants of physical, mental and cognitive health; healthy ageing; prevention of 
mental health disorders; global health; and health services. A key feature of RSPH is its diversity and 
interdisciplinarity.  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rsph-and-regnet-conversation-and-networking-lunch-tickets-59799257188
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/rsph-and-regnet-conversation-and-networking-lunch-tickets-59799257188
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RegNet Panel Members  

 

Professor Sharon Friel 
Sharon Friel is Professor of Health Equity and the Director of RegNet. 
Sharon’s work focuses on a) the conceptual and practical integration of 
input from multiple disciplines, sectors and mixed methods research in the 
pursuit of health equity, b) studying the role of structural factors in affecting 
health inequities, including trade and investment, urbanisation, food 
systems, and climate change; c) analysis of policy processes and their 
effectiveness at addressing health inequities, and d) applying system 
science theories and methods to healthy public policy studies. 

 
 
Dr. Susan Sell 
Susan Sell is a RegNet Professor. She earned her PhD in Political Science 
at the University of California – Berkeley. Susan’s research interests 
include international political economy, trade, economic development, 
intellectual property, and investment. She focuses on the global 
governance of public health, food sovereignty, education and climate 
change. She serves on the Board of Geneva-based IP-Watch, a reporting 
service targeted at under-resourced negotiating delegations.  
 
Dr Belinda Townsend 
Belinda Townsend is a Research Fellow at RegNet. She earned her PhD 
in political science at Deakin University and has undergraduate degrees in 
political science (Honours), anthropology and public health. She is working 
with the NHMRC Centre for Research Excellence in the Social 
Determinants of Health Equity with Professor Sharon Friel and colleagues 
on a project investigating agenda setting in public policy. 
 
 

 

Dr Deb Cleland 
Deb Cleland is a Postdoctoral Fellow at RegNet. She brings her research 
into social justice, inclusion, sustainability to life through writing and 
performance. In her academic life she works on how regulation can 
improve quality of life and citizen engagement in our democracy. In her 
other life she works on how play can do the same thing. 
 

 
Dr Ashley Schram 
Ashley Schram is a Research Fellow at RegNet. She earned her PhD in 
population health at the University of Ottawa and has past degrees in 
health sciences and psychology. She is working with the NHMRC Centre 
for Research Excellence in the Social Determinants of Health Equity with 
Professor Sharon Friel and colleagues on a project investigating 
innovations in policy outcome evaluation. 
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RSPH Panel Members 

 

Professor Gabriele Bammer 
Gabriele Bammer is developing the new discipline of Integration and 
Implementation Sciences (i2S) to improve research strengths for tackling 
complex real-world problems. She looks at applications in population 
health, in environment and in security. She is a professor at the National 
Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health in the Research School of 
Population Health. She runs the popular Integration and Implementation 
Insights blog (http://i2Insights.org). 
 

 

 
Professor Emily Banks 
Emily Banks is a public health physician and epidemiologist with expertise 
in cardiovascular disease, cancer, large scale cohort studies, Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Health and healthy ageing. She leads the 
Epidemiology for Policy and Practice Group at the ANU, is a Fellow of the 
Australian Academy of Health and Medical Sciences and a Visiting 
Professor at the University of Oxford. 
 

 
Professor Martyn Kirk 
Martyn Kirk is an epidemiologist on a National Health and Medical 
Research Council fellowship researching health effects from 
contamination of food, water and environments. Between 2011-2017, 
Martyn was the program director for the Master of Philosophy in Applied 
Epidemiology (MAE) program at the ANU. Martyn is currently chair of the 
College of Health and Medicine research committee. 
 

 
Professor Peter Butterworth 
Peter Butterworth is a Professor at the Centre for Research on Ageing, 
Health and Wellbeing in the Research School of Population Health and the 
ANU. His research interests are in the social and economic antecedents 
and consequences of common mental disorders (anxiety, depression and 
substance use), with a focus on factors such as work, retirement and 
deprivation. 

 
Dr Katie Thurber 
Katie Thurber is a Research Fellow in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Health Program, NCEPH, RSPH, where she completed an MPhil 
and PhD in Epidemiology. Her driving ambition is to conduct policy-
relevant research to support health improvement for Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples and other populations experiencing health 
inequities. She conducts research across community- and policy-identified 
priority areas, including tobacco control, nutrition, weight status, and 
domestic violence. She employs community-engaged, mixed-methods, 
and strength-based approaches to research. 

 

http://i2insights.org/

